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Welcome
We invite you to become involved

in our parish community!
There are many opportuni�es for

experiencing the peace and joy of our loving 
God in liturgy, educa�on, prayer and service.

If you would like to join our parish
family, please visit our website or

the Parish Office for a registra�on form.
PARISH OFFICE

Office Hours………...……....M-F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Phone…………………………...…..…….…….402�332�4444
Fax……………………………....…….….……...402�332�5107
Website…………...…….....…........stpatricksgretna.org
Facebook & Instagram…..….....…….@stpatgretnane
YouTube…………...…...@StPatrickCatholicChurchNE
E-mail…………….........stpatrick.gre@archomaha.org
Flocknote……........…...text STPATGRETNA to 84576

MASS AND HOLY EUCHARIST
Saturday……….………....………….…………….…..5:00 PM
Sunday……………....…...8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, & Noon
Tuesday……………....……...…….……...…….…....6:00 PM
Mon, Wed, Thurs, and Fri……....…….......….7:30 AM
Holy Days……………………....….....7:30 AM & 6:00 PM
Holidays (on weekdays) ..…….....………...…..9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday……………………....……..….4:00 PM - 4:40 PM
Or call the parish office for an appointment.  

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Parishioners registered for a minimum of one year 
are eligible to marry here. Six months of marriage 
prepara�on prior to your wedding is required by 
the Archdiocese. Contact the Parish Office to 
schedule a wedding date and marriage 
prepara�on instruc�on.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Bap�sms take place on the first and third Sundays 
of each month a�er the Noon Mass. A bap�smal 
date will not be set un�l you become a registered 
parishioner and both the parents and Godparents 
a�end the bap�smal class for their first child. 
Classes are held at 7 PM on the second Monday 
of each month in the Fr. Hitch Room. Please call 
the Parish Office if you will be a�ending the class. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK
If you, a rela�ve or friend are hospitalized or shut 
in, short or long term, and would like a visit from 
the Pastor, Deacon or Pastoral Minister, please 
call the Parish Office. For emergencies or if facing 
danger or death, call 402-332-4428 or 531-466-
2453.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Access the Adora�on Chapel through the Church 
from 6 AM to 7 PM or contact the office for an 
access card to the back door. To sign up for an 
hour, contact Jean Hlavacek at 402-504-4222.  

ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC CHURCH
Gretna, Nebraska

REFLECT AND RESPOND
6th Sunday of Easter

FIRST READING (ACTS 8:5-8, 14-17)
We hear how even the Samaritans came to believe in Jesus and received the gi� of the Holy 
Spirit. When have you been surprised by God?

SECOND READING (1 PT 3:15-18)
Peter taught his community to learn how to explain their faith to others, even if they are 
hos�le. Do you feel confident defending the faith?

GOSPEL (JN 14:15-21)
Jesus assures His disciples that God gives us the Holy Spirit to serve as our Advocate. What 
might you pray for this week from the Holy Spirit?

GOSPEL MEDITATION
In my family, we can hardly speak about orphans without 
tears. My father was adopted as a baby. He frequently told 
us stories of how his parents welcomed him not just into 
their home but into their hearts. It was never merely a 
reloca�on or a legal transac�on. It was the joy of being 
chosen, of receiving a family, a name, and a place where he 
belonged forever. Even in his later years, recalling that gi� 
s�ll moves him to tears of tender gra�tude.

That is the kind of tenderness behind Jesus’ words in 
today’s Gospel: “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to 
you.” (John 14:18) He is going away, but not abandoning us. 

Instead, He sends us the Advocate, the Holy Spirit—His own Spirit, shared with the Father—
who dwells in us. Through the Spirit, Christ is present in us, and we are present in Him. His 
Spirit gives us a home and a family.

We deepen this knowledge in the sacraments, in prayer, and in the daily life of the Church. 
The Spirit is the bond of belonging, the power that makes us God’s sons and daughters, not 
spiritual orphans. And this is not a one-�me event. There is always a deeper outpouring of 
the Spirit available to us, a fresh appropria�on of the promise that we are never 
abandoned.

If only we could be as grateful as my dad is for his adop�on, realizing that we have been 
adopted by God Himself. In Christ, we are never le� as orphans.

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
QUESTION:
One of my coworkers said that Catholics believe 
we kill Christ again when we celebrate the 
Mass, since it is His sacrifice. I know that is not 
right, but how do we explain it?

ANSWER:
We do indeed believe that the Mass is the 
unbloody sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, and we 
believe that the sacrifice is made present again 
on the altar—not to repeat it, but to join 
ourselves to it. We are joined to the saving work of Christ, not just simply remembering it.

The closest thing we might have in our culture is when a couple saves some wedding cake in 
the freezer, and on their first anniversary, they may watch their wedding video and eat the 
cake, all to recapture the moment. The Jews celebrate a Seder meal, not to remember the 
Passover, but to par�cipate in it through the ritual foods, ques�ons, and readings. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church describes the Mass as the “Holy Sacrifice, because it 
makes present the one sacrifice of Christ” (CCC 1330). To think that we must sacrifice Christ 
over and over again would negate what He did on Calvary. To celebrate and renew it each 
day allows us to par�cipate in it. That is the “source and summit” of Chris�an life (CCC 
1324).

“Amendment of life is the proof of true conversion. Without it, confession and 
sa�sfac�on are useless. Confession removes the obstacles to the a�ainment of grace, 

and the self-sacrifice characteris�c of sa�sfac�on is efficacious only when undergone by 
the soul united to God. Repentance without amendment is mere sen�ment.”

—John Kane, How to Make a Good Confession, pg. 89 
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VOCATION PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for the men and 
women of the Archdiocese 
of Omaha in forma�on for 
Consecrated Life.

This week let us pray for Br. 
Paul Hotovy (Salesians of 
Don Bosco) from St. Leo the 
Great in Omaha.

�If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments.� 
(John 14:15) Christ’s 
command to love shapes the priesthood, where 
priests pour out their lives for God’s people. Could 
this be your path to love others as Christ does? Talk 
to your priest or reach out to Father Sco� 
Schilmoeller at 402-558-3100 or email 
voca�ons@archomaha.org.

“PRAY ALWAYS AND DO NOT LOSE HEART.”

COME AND SEE EVENT FOR PROSPECTIVE DEACONS
Have You Considered this Vocation

Are you a Catholic man aged 31-55 discerning a call to serve 
the Church as a permanent deacon? You and your wife are 
invited to a special “Come and See” event on Tuesday, May 12 
at 7 PM in the St. Patrick Church in Gretna Parish Center (508 
Angus St, Gretna). Deacon Tim McNeil, the Director of the 
Deaconate Program, will offer an opportunity to:

�� Discover the “character” and ministry of the deacon.
�� Understand the requirements for entering the diaconate 

forma�on program.
�� Learn about the evalua�on and applica�on �meline for the 

class beginning in September 2027.
�� Explore the four-year diaconate forma�on program in 

detail.

If you are interested in a�ending, please no�fy Fr. Greg Baxter, 
gpbaxter@archomaha.org, in advance so we have an accurate 
count for refreshments.

DIAPER DRIVE FOR MOTHERS IN NEED
Supplying Organizations Supporting Mothers Choosing Life

The St. Patrick Outreach is organizing a Diaper Drive. The 
items received will help mothers and children in need.
would be helping to supply diapers and supplies to three 
different organiza�ons: Bethlehem House, Essen�al 
Pregnancy Services, and Assure Women’s Center. We will 
have a playpen in the narthex to place these items. We’re 
asking for the following items:

�� Diapers: sizes 3, 4, 5, 6, and pull-ups (We are 
asking for larger diapers, for we all know they do not stay li�le very long.)

�� Unscented baby wipes
�� Gi� cards to Walmart or Amazon

Items can be brought to Church any �me between May 2 thru May 17. If you have 
ques�ons, please contact one of the following Outreach members: Colleen Karmazin, 402-
984-3003, Lauri Charvat, 402-250-1798, or Joan Ingram, 402-203-3604.

Tuesday,
May 12 at

7 PM in the
St. Patrick

Parish
Center

SPIRITUAL MOMS PROGRAM
Institute of Priestly Formation

Registra�on is 
now open to 
become a 
“Spiritual Mom” 
for an Ins�tute 
for Priestly 
Forma�on 
summer 
seminarian. We 
need 120 women to offer one Hail Mary for a 
specific seminarian, by name, every day while he 
par�cipates in the spirituality program with IPF this 
summer. We also need women from around the 
country to pray for all the summer seminarians with 
one Hail Mary a day. If you feel called to pray for a 
seminarian, visit h�ps://priestlyforma�on.org/
support-ipf/get-involved/sp-moms.html or call Lisa 
at 402-980-3283.

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING
Praying for all Mothers

Today we pray for all 
mothers—spiritual, 
adop�ve, godmothers, 
grandmothers, mothers who 
have lost a child, estraged 
mothers, mothers to be, 
step mothers, foster 
mothers. Where would we 
be without our mothers? 

May God richly bless you for being His light and His 
love to the world. Momma Mary, mother to us all, 
we ask for your intercession for all mothers and for 
all those who long to be.

Dear Parishioners,

I write to inform you of clergy changes that will take place 
effec�ve July 1, 2026 at St. Patrick Parish. Our Associate Pastor, 
Father Vincent Sungu�, will become Pastor of St. Gerald Parish 
in Ralston. We will miss Father Vince as he moves to his new 
assignment, but we are most grateful for all that he has shared 
with us as our Associate Pastor.

Also effec�ve July 1, 2026, Father 
Ma�hew Pohlman will become 
Associate Pastor of St. Patrick Parish. 

Father Ma�hew will not have du�es as an Associate Pastor of St. 
Charles, but he will have du�es as Chaplain at Sku� Catholic. In 
addi�on to this, Father Ma�hew will be studying Cannon Law at 
the Catholic University of America in Washington DC during the 
summer months of June and July over a four year period. We look 
forward to having him as our new Associate Pastor.

Fr. Baxter

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING CLERGY CHANGES
Effective July 1 , 2026

“Be one of the small number who find the way to life, and enter by the narrow gate into 
Heaven. Take care not to follow the majority and the common herd, so many of whom 

are lost. Do not be deceived; there are only two roads: one that leads to life and is 
narrow; the other that leads to death and is wide. There is no middle way.”

—St. Louis de Mon�ort
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COR MEN’S GROUP

Cor exists to form and 
strengthen Catholic 
men in faith and virtue 
as missionary disciples 
by drawing them into a 
deeper rela�onship 
with Jesus Christ 
through prayer, 
forma�on, and 

fraternity. Cor is held in the Fr. Hitch Room every 
two weeks with the next mee�ng being on Sunday, 
May 17 at 7 PM. Come join your brother 
parishioners for prayer and fraternity! If you have 
addi�onal ques�ons, please reach out to Ma�hew 
Henry at ma�nhenry@gmail.com, Andy Pearson at 
apearson709@gmail.com, Eric Devlin at 
devlineric62@gmail.comSeth Boardman at 
sethd99@hotmail.com.

HEALING CHAIR PROGRAM

The Gretna Knights of 
Columbus have two powerli� 
recliners that are offered to 
any member of St. Patrick 
parish or our local 
community on a temporary 
basis. These “Healing Chairs” 
can be used by anyone for recovery from any 
surgery, injury, or medical need. The Knights will 
provide and deliver the reclining li� chair to the 
home of the person in need and pick it up when the 
lending period expires, at no cost to the user. The 
Knights also have a ba�ery powered wheelchair 
that was donated. This too is available for any 
member of St. Patrick parish or our local community 
on a temporary basis. Please contact a member of 
the Gretna Knights of Columbus Council #10047 or 
John Schaffert, 402-672-7903, if you or someone 
you know has a need for one of these devices.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A KNIGHT

We are Catholic men who lead, 
serve, protect, and defend. We 
share a desire to be be�er 
husbands, fathers, sons, 
neighbors, and role models and 
to put charity and community 
first.

Knights of Columbus
Grand Knight, John Schaffert III.……...…402-672-7903
Deputy Grand Knight, Tim Hall……..…….307-214-3714
Financial Secretary, Steve O�o……..…...402-212-1267
Chancellor/Membership, Larry Sibley..402-957-8770
Century Club Admin, Jim Ho�ovy……....402-651-8564

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN
Second Collection Next Weekend, May 16-17

Next weekend, May 16-17, we will have a second 
collec�on to support the Catholic Communica�ons 
Campaign. This campaign represents a mission of 
love to share the gospel message of hope with 
people in the United States using the internet, 
television, radio, and print media. Half of the money 
we collect remains here in the Archdiocese of Omaha 
to fund local communica�ons efforts. The other half 
supports the communica�on ac�vi�es of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and 
other projects across the United States. Your help 

spreads the gospel message! Learn more at www.usccb.org/ccc.

NEW STAFF POSITION AT ST. CHARLES
Director of Communications and Youth Ministry

St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Gretna is looking to hire a 
new full-�me Director of Communica�ons and Youth 
Ministry. Responsibili�es include: 

• Implemen�ng the communica�ons plan for the 
parish

• Overseeing produc�on of print and digital content
• Promo�ng events, highligh�ng parish life, and 

strengthening the parish brand
• Coordina�ng the youth ministry program for teens
• Organizing mission trips, retreats, or other youth events

Contact the St. Charles Borromeo Parish Office at parish@scbccomaha.org or 402-916-9730 
for more informa�on, for an applica�on, and to submit your resumé by Saturday, May 30.

THE
KNIGHT’S
CORNER

NEBRASKA CATHOLIC DAY OF GIVING
Online Giv ing Closes on Wednesday, May 13

We are once again par�cipa�ng in the Nebraska 
Catholic Day of Giving. This special giving day is one of 
a kind, with all three dioceses of Nebraska included. It’s 
a day to be grateful for being a Catholic in Nebraska 
and showing support to your favorite parishes and 
Catholic organiza�ons throughout the state! Although 
the actual giving day was Wednesday, May 6,the 
extended giving period goes un�l Wednesday, May 13. 
Dona�ons can be made online on the igivecatholic.org 
giving day page or via cash or check made payable to 
St. Patrick Church and dropped off in the parish office.

This year’s funds will all go towards the new sound system in the Church. They are nearly 
finished with the work on ge�ng the new system in place. We look forward to having a 
be�er quality sound throughout the Church going forward. The total cost of upda�ng our 
sound system is $152,767. There is a full break down of the cost on our giving day 
webpage, which can be found on our parish website, stpatricksgretna.org. Any and all 
dona�ons are greatly appreciated.
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PASTOR

  Fr. Gregory P. Baxter……….….....402-332-4444, x205
  gpbaxter@archomaha.org
  Residence..…………………………..…….…….402-332-4428
  Emergencies (if facing danger or death), call:

402-332-4428 or 531-466-2453 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

  Fr. Vincent A. Sungu�....………....402-332-4444, x204
  vasungu�@archomaha.org
  Residence…..………………..…………….…….531-466-2453
DEACONS

  Deacon Ken Broz………...………..………....402-676-1025
  Deacon Larry Heck (Re�red)..…….…....402-689-9676

PARISH OFFICE

  Jolene Jefferies, Parish Mgr…....402-332-4444, x203
  jmjefferies@archomaha.org

  Megan Seamann, Communica�ons Associate
  meseamann@archomaha.org...402-332-4444, x202 

  Judy Weier, Secretary…....…...….402-332-4444, x201
  jaweier@archomaha.org

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

  Shane Fagan………….…………...…...………402-332-3454
  smfagan@archomaha.org

DIRECTOR OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

  Amanda Scardina…..…….….…...….……..402-332-3050
  acscardina@archomaha.org

PASTORAL MINISTRY (LITURGY, YOUTH GROUP & FAITH FORM)

  Jonathan Wo�pka….……..…..……402-332-4444, x212
  jjwo�pka@archomaha.org

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC

  Laura Rau..……..……………....…..…402-332-4444, x216
  lrau@archomaha.org

PARISH CENTER COORDINATOR

  Lezlie Thomas….…………….…….....…..….402-525-3098
  lathomas@archomaha.org

FACILITY MANAGER

  Judy Stephens.….…..……….…......402-332-4444, x206
  jaknight@archomaha.org
EVANGELIZATION COORDINATOR

  Jean Hlavacek.……...……….…....………....402-504-4222
  jihlavacek@archomaha.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT

  Clint Bollock……....…………….………...…..402-206-1757 

FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

  Kevin Kaup.…..………..……………….……….402-525-1469

HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY

  Jerry Thoendel……….….……..………….....402-332-3475

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

  John Schaffert III.……..…………………….…402-672-7903
  schaff333@gmail.com 

PARISH STAFF

LAY MINISTER’S SCHEDULE
7th Sunday of Easter

MAY 16TH
5:00 PM

Sacristan
Linda Schriner

Lectors
Crystal Schroeder
(Read the 1st Reading)

Tammi Hall
(Read the 2nd Reading)

EMHCs
Tracy Wollenburg
Bridget Blum
Pat Gilmore
Karen Wiehl

Ushers 
Ken Beckman
Tim Hall
Linda Schriner
Jeff Wollenburg

Rosary Reciter
Kathy Dauner

Altar Servers
Need Sub
Need Sub
Need Sub

Greeters
Nancy Kirkpatrick
Tim Kirkpatrick

MAY 17TH
8:00 AM

Sacristan
Carol Zeleny

Lectors
Sandy Scheef
(Read the 1st Reading)

Duane Benes
(Read the 2nd Reading)

EMHCs
Carol Zeleny
Carrie Hubert
Paul Hubert
Mitchell Hubert
Deacon Ken Broz

Ushers 
Greg Jones
Ron Kotrous
Tony Schultz
Pat Shurtliff

Rosary Reciter
Theresa Hu�mann

Altar Servers
Owen Deming
Ma�hew Farwell
Drew Garcia

Greeters
Greg Jones
Mary Maw

MAY 17TH
10:00 AM

Sacristan
Mitch Wendlandt

Lectors
Theresa Gulizia
(Read the 1st Reading)

Jim Hain
(Read the 2nd Reading)

EMHCs
Cleo Nienaber
Kathy Wendlandt
David Burke
Mitch Wendlandt

Ushers 
Clint Bollock
Tom Nienaber
Chris Reinig
Tony Vanek

Rosary Reciter
Judy Weier

Altar Servers
Harper Dickes
Nev Dickes
Need Sub

Greeters
Need Sub
Need Sub

MAY 17TH
12:00 PM

Sacristan
Ginny Giebelhaus

Lectors
Need Sub
(Read the 1st Reading)

Stephanie Lampe
(Read the 2nd Reading)

EMHCs
Doris Williams
Ginny Giebelhaus
Delma Stoner
Need Sub

Ushers 
Delma Stoner
Marty White
Mary Zeigler
Need Sub

Rosary Reciter
Need Sub

Altar Servers
James Janda
Thomas Janda
Need Sub

Greeters
Marty White
Mary Zeigler

LAY MINISTER’S SCHEDULE
The Ascension of the Lord

MAY 14TH
7:30 AM
Sacristan
Joan Ingram

Lectors
Carol Zeleny
(Read the 1st Reading)

Need Sub
(Read the 2nd Reading)

EMHCs
Joan Ingram
Diane Sherwood
Delma Stoner

Ushers 
Need Sub
Need Sub

Rosary Reciter
Norm Svoboda

Hilcrest SR/HL
Gene Schwar�ng
Kathy Schwar�ng

MAY 14TH
6:00 PM
Sacristan
Larry Neppl

Lectors
Eric Hi�ner
(Read the 1st Reading)

Jolene Jefferies
(Read the 2nd Reading)

EMHCs
Larry Neppl
Chris�ne Walstrom
Greg Jones
Need Sub

Ushers 
Linda Schriner
Need Sub
Need Sub
Need Sub

Rosary Reciter
Carol Zeleny

Altar Servers
Need Sub
Need Sub
Need Sub

Greeters
Need Sub
Need Sub

Voca�ons Crucifix
Charlie Canfield
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RE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
Volunteer Opportunities for RE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 2026-2027
Classes are 
offered for all 
children of 
the parish to 
help them 
grow in 
knowledge 
and love of 
Jesus and His 
Church. These 
weekly classes meet in grade levels lead by a 
volunteer Catechist from September thru May. 
Sessions are offered on Wednesdays at 4 PM, 5:30 
PM, and 7 PM, and on Sundays at 8:55 AM. All 
classes are 1 hour.

Registra�on is now open online, stpatricksgretna.
org/religious-educa�on. Remember, some classes 
fill up, and students are placed first come first 
served, so if you need a specific session, sign up 
soon!your family is needing any accommoda�ons or 
different op�ons for Religious Educa�on we can 
work with you.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION VOLUNTEERS FOR 2026-2027
With over 500 kids in Religious Educa�on each 
week, many volunteers are needed. Catechists and 
assistants help plan and present lessons. We also 
need help outside of the classroom: in the office 
during class, as hall and parking lot monitors, and 
babysi�ers for any catechist’s younger children. 
Some�mes, we have to call upon a subs�tute to fill 
in for a class, too.

Aside from the benefit of feeling good about helping 
our kids grow in faith, all regular, weekly volunteers 
receive free Religious Educa�on tui�on for all of 
their children. If any of these volunteer op�ons 
sound like a way you could help the young people of 
St. Patrick Parish please sign up at stpatricksgretna.
org/religious-educa�on!(All volunteers must 
complete Safe Environment Training thru the 
Archdiocese.)

HOW TO CELEBRATE EASTER ALL SEASON LONG
Without Burning Out

If Lent feels like a marathon, the Easter season can 
feel like a sprint you didn’t train for. We spend 40 
days fas�ng, praying, refocusing, and then Easter 
Sunday arrives in a burst of joy that can quickly 
fade into normal life. Meanwhile, the Church keeps 
celebra�ng for 50 full days of richness and purpose, 
invi�ng us to linger in the Resurrec�on instead of 
rushing past it. The challenge is not that Easter is 
too long but that we o�en don’t know how to live it 
out. Here’s how to stay in the spirit of Easter all 
season long, without exhaus�ng yourself along the way.

1. ADD ONE SIMPLE CHURCH TRADITION: THE REGINA CAELI

If you’re looking for one prac�ce to anchor your Easter�de days, try the Regina Caeli. 
This short, beau�ful prayer is tradi�onally said during the Easter season in place of the 
Angelus. It centers on rejoicing with Mary in the Resurrec�on and gently reminds us, 
even in the middle of busy days, that Christ is risen and present. Pray it once a day—
morning, lunch break, or evening. If even that feels like too much, simply return to one 
word throughout your day: Alleluia. Let it joyfully interrupt your stress, your rou�ne, or 
your distrac�ons.

2. CELEBRATE THE EIGHT SUNDAYS OF EASTERTIDE

The Sundays of Easter are unique, each revealing a different facet of the Resurrec�on. 
From Divine Mercy Sunday to Good Shepherd Sunday and finally Pentecost, the Church 
is telling a story week by week. Instead of le�ng these Sundays pass like any other day, 
treat them as small celebra�ons. Savor the Scripture readings from Mass, enjoy a 
themed meal, dessert, or family ac�vity related to the day. Every Sunday is a mini 
Easter, a return to Resurrec�on joy. 

3. WATCH AN EASTER MOVIE (OR SHOW)
Storytelling is one of the easiest ways to stay connected to a season, especially when 
energy is low. Choose a movie or show to enjoy that brings the Easter message to life. 
That could be a classic like The Robe (1953) or Ben-Hur (1959), a series like The Chosen, 
or something engaging for children along the lines of The King of Kings (2025) or The 
Prince of Egypt (1998). Bring out the popcorn, dim the lights, and let it be a moment of 
relaxa�on, connec�on, and discussion.

4. FIRE AND CANDLELIGHT

Relive the striking imagery and serene beauty of the Easter Vigil and await the coming 
of the Holy Spirit as Pentecost approaches by bringing more fire into your home. Light 
candles at dinner or evening prayer �me on Sundays or feast days during Easter�de. 
Host a bonfire party with s’mores or just take in the crackling flames of your fireplace 
on a spring evening. There’s something about fire that invites s�llness and reflec�on. 

5. DECORATE WITH PURPOSE

Create a contrast to Lent’s peniten�al tone by le�ng the beauty of spring and new life 
burst forth in your home. Bring in fresh flowers or fragrant branches, open windows, 
clean and refresh rooms, or add a beau�ful light throw or touch of new color. Easter is 
meant to feel different from Lent, not just spiritually, but visibly. If you decorate for 
Easter Sunday, leave the decor up for the full 50 days. You can also look ahead to 
Pentecost by incorpora�ng symbols like bright reds, flames, or doves. These simple 
visual cues reinforce the season and remind you that something is s�ll unfolding.

6. CELEBRATE NEW LIFE

Easter is, at its heart, about new life, and there are countless ways to experience that in 
tangible ways. Plant something and watch it grow. Visit a local farm to see baby 
animals. Take a walk or drive to see the signs of spring as trees blossom and flowers 
reappear. Support a family who just welcomed a new baby with a meal, gi�, or simply 
your presence.

7. PARTY LIKE IT’S PENTECOST

As the season con�nues, begin to look ahead to its grand finale: Pentecost. Pray the 
novena to the Holy Spirit for the nine days leading up to Pentecost, asking for renewal 
and guidance. Reflect on what has changed in your heart since Lent, even in small ways. 
Then celebrate. Host a Pentecost party, or share a special meal to mark the end of the 
season and rejoice in whatever transforma�on Christ has made in you as you move into 
ordinary �me. This isn’t really the end. You have a mission to accomplish, and are being 
sent forth once more in the Spirit. 

EASTER EVERY DAY

May the joy of Christ’s Resurrec�on remain within our hearts, not just for a day, but as a 
steady, sustaining presence throughout the season and beyond.

—Ar�cle by Zeale.co
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LAY LITURGICAL MINISTRY

 Jonathan Wo�pka...………..…….402-332-4444, x212
 jjwo�pka@archomaha.org

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
 Ann Ball…………..……………………………..402-619-1248
 annball1018@gmail.com

LEAST OF MY BRETHREN

 Link to volunteer……………………………..……….h�ps://
www.leastofmybrethren.org/linktree

CHURCH CLEANING

 Sign Up Genius link to volunteer……………….h�ps://
www.signupgenius.com/tabs/
13576de05a0c8eccfa81-church

 Megan Seamann…….meseamann@archomaha.org

ADVERTISE FOR YOUR MINISTRY GROUP

 Does your parish ministry group have 
opportuni�es for others to get involved? Contact 
Megan Seamann, meseamann@archomaha.org, 
about ge�ng your parish ministry group 
opportuni�es adver�sed.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

HOLY HOUR TO PRAY FOR ORDINANDI
Support Our Future Priest

The Serra Club of West Omaha invites all the faithful to 
join us for a special Holy Hour to Pray for Ordinandi 
and Seminarians on Wednesday, May 20, at St. James 
Catholic Church (4710 N 90th St, Omaha). Join us in the 
narthex at 6:30 PM for gree�ngs, followed by the Holy 
Hour at 7 PM. Archbishop Michael McGovern will 
preside, assisted by Father Tom Weisbecker, Chaplain 
of the Serra Club of West Omaha.

This special Holy Hour is to pray for Rev. Mr. Michael Figura who will be ordained to the 
Priesthood on Saturday, June 6; seminarian Caleb Kosch, who will be ordained to the 
Transi�onal Diaconate on Friday, May 29; and seminarian Thomas Matya, who will be 
ordained to the Transi�onal Diaconate this fall in Rome, Italy. Be sure to join us as we pray 
together for these men before the exposi�on of the Most Blessed Sacrament in a special 
monstrance blessed by Pope St. John Paul II. Please show your support and invite your 
family, friends, and guests to join us! All are welcome! For ques�ons, contact Lori Hamilton, 
Serra VP, at bobxlori@aol.com or 402-699-5027. For more informa�on visit 
serrawestomaha.org.

“The end for which God has ins�tuted the priesthood has been to appoint on earth public 
persons to watch over the honor of His divine majesty, and to procure the salva�on of 

souls.” —St. Alphonsus Liguori

ANNUAL GOLF, TENNIS, AND PICKLEBALL OUTING
Join Priests, Seminarians, and Consecrated Religious

The Serra Clubs of Omaha and West Omaha will host their Annual Golf, Tennis, and 
Pickleball Ou�ng, followed by a cocktail hour, dinner, and awards at The Pines Country Club 
in Valley on Monday, June 8 (best ball format) with sign-in beginning at 11 AM. Tennis will 
be at Genesis Health Club, and Pickleball will be at ACE Pickleball Club, both star�ng at 2 
PM. All proceeds received support the voca�ons programs of the Archdiocese of Omaha. 
Early registra�ons are welcome!

To register as a player and/or a sponsor and to pay online, go to: 
serrawestomaha.org/golf. If you wish to pay by check, go to the 
website to download the PDF Registra�on Form and mail your 
completed form and check per the instruc�ons at the bo�om of the 
form. For ques�ons, contact Joe Grier at 402-680-6654. Make this 
event one of your priori�es this summer!

LOST AND FOUND
Unclaimed Items Donated May 18

Have you lost something at 
Church or during Religious 
Educa�on classes, Youth 
Group, or at Preschool? 
Stop by and check out the 
table in the narthex this 
week. All unclaimed items 
will be donated on Monday, 
May 18.

LIFT THEM TO LOURDES GALA FUNDRAISER
Including Mass and a Gourmet Dinnerò June 28

Join us on Sunday, June 28, for a benefit 
dinner to li� up the sick and suffering 
from Nebraska and sponsor their 
pilgrimage to the healing waters of 
Lourdes. Event includes 5 PM Holy 
Mass at The Cloisters on the Pla�e 
(23332 Fishery Road, Gretna) 
celebrated by Fr. Ben Boyd, 
concelebrated by Fr. Tom Weisbecker, 

and followed by a sponsored cocktail hour and gourmet dinner service. Individual �ckets 
are $150. A Sponsored Table (sea�ng 6) is $1,500. Learn more and register at h�ps://bit.ly/
LT2L-June28 or scan the QR code. For ques�ons or more informa�on 
please email Li�ThemToLourdes@gmail.com.

“We all have wounds that need healing. And like Jesus, we carry them 
with us. It’s Jesus who can stop the bleeding, but we have to invite Him 

in… Let us sit s�ll and see what happens when Jesus shows up.”
—Anne Costa, Healing Promises

Gary Stang from LPi, our 
bulletin printer, will be in our 
office securing new ads for 
our church. As a valuable 
member of the business 
community, we invite you to 
expand your reach and 
grow your business with a 
print ad in our parish bulletin 
and/or a digital ad featured 
on ParishesOnline.com.

Gary Stang
320-266-0520
gstang@4lpi.com
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HELPFUL RESOURCES

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

AL-ANON (ALCOHOLIC FAMILY SUPPORT—OMAHA)
 Phone……………………..……….…..…….…402-553-5033
 Website……………….……………………..….…al-anon.org
BOYS TOWN NATIONAL HOTLINE

Phone……………………..…….…..…….…1-800-448-3000
Website……………….…………….…www.boystown.org

CATHOLIC ANSWERS
Phone…………………….…….……...…….1-888-318-7884
Website……………………………….…www.catholic.com

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
Grief & Healing Counselor………...…..402-391-3711
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Gretna....402-332-3475

CATHOLIC CHARITIES—OMAHA
Phone…………………….…….…..…….…….402�554�0520
Website……………………………………….....ccomaha.org

CATHOLIC VOICE ONLINE
Website……………………..…catholicvoiceomaha.com

COURAGE (PASTORAL SUPPORT—SAME-SEX ATTRACTION)
Phone…………………….…….…...……….…402-557-5692
Website……………………….....…………….couragerc.org

EWTN (GLOBAL CATHOLIC TELEVISION NETWORK)
Phone…………………….…….…...…….…1-800-447-3986
Website………………………..…………….www.ewtn.com

HEARTS RESTORED (HEALING AFTER ABORTION)
Phone…………………….…….…...…....…...402-783-4673
Website……….…………..heartsrestorednebraska.org

HOLY FAMILY SHRINE
Phone…………………….…….…..…….…….402�332�4565
Website………………………….….holyfamilyshrine.com

LEAST OF MY BRETHREN (SUPPORT HOMELESS) 
Phone…………………….…….…..…….…….402�681�5424
Website……..…………………….leastofmybrethren.org

MARRIAGE RESOURCES
For Your Marriage………www.foryourmarriage.org
Retrouvaille………………………….…...1-800-470-2230
Retrouvaille……………….www.helpourmarriage.org

MASS TIMES NATIONWIDE
Phone…………………….…….…..……..…1-858-207-6277
Website…………………..…………..www.mass�mes.org

NEBRASKA HOMESCHOOL NETWORK
Website…………..…………..nebraskahomeschool.org

POPE PAUL VI INSTITUTE (FERTILITY HELP)
Phone…………………….…….…..………..…402-390-6600
Website………………..…………..www.popepaulvi.com

SPIRIT CATHOLIC RADIO—FM 102.7
Phone…………………….…….…..…….…….402�571�0200
Website………………….www.spiritcatholicradio.com

ST. BENEDICT CENTER (RETREATS IN SCHUYLER)
Phone…………………….…….…..………..…402-352-2177
Website………....chris�hekingpriory.com/sbcabout 

ST. JOHN PAUL II NEWMAN CENTER
Phone…………………….…….…..…….…….402�557�5575
Website………………………….……………..jpiiomaha.org

STRIVE (BREAK FREE FROM PORNOGRAPHY)
Phone………….………….…….…..…….……989-720-8000
Website………………………………….……….strive21.com

WOMEN’S CENTER FOR ADVANCEMENT
(DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, HUMAN TRAFFICKING, ETC.)

24/7 Hotline….………….….…..…….…….402�345�7273
Website……………………………………....wcaomaha.org

OACCW SPRING MEETING—ST. EDWARD, MAY 12

All women are invited to the OACCW (Omaha Archdiocese 
Council of Catholic Women) Mee�ng on Tuesday, May 12 at St. 
Edward Catholic Church (805 Washington St, St. Edward). 
Registra�on will begin at 9:30 AM. $10 includes coffee/rolls and 
lunch. The Execu�ve Mee�ng will also begin at 9:30 AM and then 
at 10 AM the OACCW Mee�ng will being in the St. Ed Parish Hall 
(hosted by RSW Deanery ladies). Mass will be at 11:30 AM with 
lunch to follow. The a�ernoon guest speakers are Don and 
Wilma Vakoc. Don has a wonderful collec�on of Biblical coins 
and ar�facts, such as an oil lamp da�ng back to the �me of 

Christ. Service, Legisla�ve, and Spirituality Commission Reports will also take place in the 
a�ernoon. Please join us for this day of spirituality and visi�ng with our sisters in Christ as 
we con�nue to “Be the Light” of Christ. RSVP encouraged by May 1 for lunch count to 
Leonarda Arens, OACCW President, via email at@hotmail.comtext to 402-253-5120.

HEALING MASS—MARY OUR QUEEN, MAY 29

His Global Love Prayer Communi�es invite you to a Healing 
Mass on Friday, May 29 at Mary Our Queen Catholic Church 
(3405 S 118th St, Omaha). We will begin with a Rosary at 
6:15 PM with praise and worship to follow. Mass will begin 
at 7 PM. Fr. Kevin Joyce from His Global Love Ministry will 
be presiding. All are welcome. Ques�ons, contact Frances 
Mignon at 402-515-8000.

STEEPLECHASE RUN AND WALK—SPRINGFIELD, JUNE 13

Lace up your running shoes and join us for a morning of fun 
and fitness at the Steeplechase 5k Run and 1-Mile Walk on 
Saturday, June 13, in the charming town of Springfield. 
Whether you choose to run or stroll, this event promises to 
be a wonderful way to engage with friends, family, and 
neighbors during the Springfield Days town celebra�on. 
Don’t miss out! Bring your non-perishable food item the day 
of the race. All proceeds will go to support the Springfield 
Methodist Food Pantry. This event is organized by the St. 
Joseph Knights of Columbus. For more informa�on or to 

register, visit h�ps://stjosephspringfield.org/steeplechase.

ANCHORED IN HOPE RETREAT—ST. BENEDICT CENTER, SCHUYLER, JUNE 12-14

The Saint Benedict Center (1126 Co Rd I, Schuyler) is 
hos�ng an Anchored in Hope Retreat with Tonya 
Labenz, Mary Guynan, and Brianna Rerucha on June 
12-14 . Join us for a transforma�ve weekend retreat, 
where women of all ages are invited to find peace 
and resilience in life’s storms. Through powerful 
Biblical imagery–like Peter walking on water and 
Jesus calming the storm–we’ll journey together 
toward deeper faith and becoming more anchored to His love and presence in our life. 
Expect a blend of reflec�ve journaling, small group discussions, and meaningful prayer 
experiences. Take this �me to pause, reflect and be renewed in hope. This retreat will begin 
on Friday, June 12 at 7:30 PM and will end on Sunday, June 14 a�er lunch. Register now at 
www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819.

STAWBERRY BRUCH—ST. PATRICK’S, ELKHORN, JUNE 13

The 17th Annual Strawberry Brunch—the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul Omaha’s sole fundraising event of the year—will be held on 
Saturday, June 13 beginning at 10 AM at St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church (18602 W Maple Rd, Elkhorn). This joyful morning features a 
delicious brunch buffet, auc�ons, raffles, and fellowship, all in 
support of our large downtown food pantry and the families it 
serves. Registra�on is now open, and all are warmly invited. Guests 
may a�end individually or with family, friends, or colleagues. 
Tickets are $75 per person or $150 per couple, and reserved tables 
for eight or ten guests include one complimentary seat. For full 
event details or to register, please visit://www.ssvpomaha.org. For 
assistance, Rebecca at our District Office (402-779-8499, ext.109) is 

happy to help with registra�on by phone.



4301 Industrial Ave. 
“27th & Superior”

Lincoln’s Premier Floor Covering Outlet

 (402) 467-6363

CARPET LAND

snellheatingac.com

Call: 402-332-3531-Gretna

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550 • 16843 “Q” St.

   - Tax Preparation	 -Insurance 

   -Estate Planning	 -Investments 

    402-334-6708   11422 Miracle Hills Dr.

NUCCA Chiropractic 
NonSurgical Spinal Decompression

Dr. Drew Drummond 
Parishioner

402.932.3400 402.932.3400 
www.spinalbalancehc.com 
144th & Stony Brook Blvd

Mark Allgood
Realtor®

Parishioner

402-490-7326 Cell 
mark.allgood@BHHSamb.com 
 

A member of  the franchise system of  BHH Affiliates, LLC

Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices
Ambassador  
Real Estate

Make the  
right

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS

402.289.4316 
Rooferees.com

call!
Call to Schedule FREE Estimate: 

(402) 213-6458
Collin and Ben Staley, Parishioners

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Gretna Chapel 
11710 Standing Stone Dr. 

Gretna, NE 68028 

(402) 332-0090

fmbankne.bank

Residential * Service * Commercial

(402) 690-4588 
Ken Dukat, Parishioner
www.gatewayelectricne.com

ETHAN BOES 
CPA & PARISHIONER

402.391.1065 
EBOES@HANCOCKDANA.COM 
WWW.HANCOCKDANA.COM

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

Charlie Driscoll - Parishioner  

www.fareway.com • 604 S Hwy 6, Gretna

Amy Isherwood
Clinic Manager, PT, DPT • Parishioner 

11532 Willow Park Drive, Suite 100, Gretna, NE 68028

402-934-2190

AARON HOFFMAN

Tim Huber
402-895-5510 • oci-inc.com
5036 S. 135th St., Omaha, NE 68137

Andrew Consbruck PT, DPT
15+ Year Parishioner & Active KOC

Nate Dickes PT, DPT
15+ Year Parishioner & Active KOC

402.905.9089 • gopt.us/dynamicpt

The Helm Way.
Building Trust Through

Exceptional Performance.
531-772-0258

www.helmgroup.com

YOUR TRUSTED COMMERCIAL
FLOORING EXPERTS.

(402) 597-0611
WWW.FLOORSINC.NET

Call or text to start  
your orthodontic journey 

 
(402) 322-8838 

www.platteriverorthodontics.com

Create or donate to a fund that 
supports your parish, school or 

ministry year after year.

Start yours today!
catholicfuturene.org
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At Marrow, we believe
every steak tells a story!

We have a passion for crafting
the perfect dining experience.

17870 Oakmont Dr, Ste 106  | Omaha, NE
531-721-2164 • marrowomaha.com

10% off brunch and lunch

 ROAR ELITE 
 LAWN CO.

531-359-3995
Tim Huttmann & Pete Feyerabend - Parishioners

Mention this bulletin, and receive your 6th  
application free when you sign up.



Ken Beckman 
REALTOR® - Parishioner 
402-957-5491

kenbeckman59@gmail.com

HAWKINS ROOFING
Commercial • Residential • Industrial • Churches 

“All Work Guaranteed” 
36 Years Experience • Omaha Based  

731-6322

Parish  
Discounts

402-203-6193
Jon and Traci Miller

KIRK W ROHMAN, AGENT
620 N HWY 6, STE C
GRETNA, NE 68028

Office:     402-332-4727
Fax:         402-332-3861
E-mail:    krohman@amfam.com
Website: www.kirkrohmanagency.com
Access Anytime: 1-800-MYAMFAM (800-692-6326)

Commercial • Industrial - Remodel

David Nienaber
4427 S 139th St. • Omaha, NE 68137

402-933-3322

Specialized Care for Infants, Children & Young Adults

www.omahakidsdentist.com

Bryan Hohenstein, D.D.S. 
Matthew Schieber, D.D.S. 

Rick Carstens, D.D.S. 
Amanda Snyder, D.D.S. 

Jamie Bass D.D.S. 
 

402.330.5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

Mark Hauptman

Parishioner

402-916-9500

www.hhlawns.com

Lawn Care & Fertilization • Landscape Design

Installation and Maintenance

7805 W. Center Road

826 Village Square 
332-4808 

gchiro@aol.com

8802 South 121st Street 
La Vista, NE 68128 
Website: www.waldinger.com

Office: (402) 339-2666 
Fax: (402) 339-5824

Ambassador Real Estate

Christina Reinig
Realtor® 
Parishioner
(402) 677-7099
christina.reinig@bhhsamb.com

$5 off a Large for all 
members of St. Patrick’s

not good with any other coupon, Gretna location only
806 Village Square - Gretna | (402) 916-9898

mclconstruction.com

CHARITY	 FRATERNITY

UNITY	 PATRIOTISM

Knights of Columbus
Gretna Council #10047

Serving Our Parish Community
GRAND KNIGHT - John Schaffert III 

402-672-7903 • grandknight@kofc-gretna.org

Ballet • Tap 
Ballroom 

Hip-Hop • Cheer  
Jazz • Lyrical 
Acro Dance 

Owner/Director - Amber Mero
Call Us At 402-641-3189 

136333 South 217th, Ste 3 | Gretna, NE 
www.dancebydesignonline.com

Dog Daycare, 
Grooming 

and Boarding 
in Gretna!

(402) 332-5731   GRETNA 
www.dogbarkclub.com

 

(402) 332-4306 
GRETNA, NE 68028 | www.bellpool.com

Catholic Classical school grades K-8
Small Class • Hands on Learning 

Critical Thinking • Problem Solving

Now enrolling! 
Spiritandgraceacademy.com 

Patrick J. Sullivan         (402) 339-9550
Trusted Advice, Valued Results

Lincoln/Omaha: 402-891-9887 
24/7/365 Emergency Response

	 FIRE • WATER • STORM 
	 ROOFING • MOLD 
www.carlsonrestoration.com

Managed IT Services
Cybersecurity
Network Solutions
Cloud SaaS Security

primesecured.com
402-289-4126Jamie Bumgardner, President & CEO

Steve Kanne, COO

ROOFING • SIDING 
GUTTERS • CEMENT

Your Exterior Expert 

402-707-9769
Gilbert Family - Local Parishioners

www.gilbertcontractingllc.com

11717 Bryan Street, Suite 104, Gretna • 531-247-4402
gretna@omfacialsurgery.com • omfacialsurgery.com

Now 
Open in 
Gretna

• Hail Damage Specialists
• Insurance Claims are Our Specialty
• Locally Owned & Operated Since 1993     
• Free Estimates
• All Types of Roofing, Guttering, Siding & Windows

5532 Center Street • (402) 502-9300

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brent Graettinger, CLTC, FICF

Field Agent
712-346-7081

brent.graettinger@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Brent Graettinger, CLTC, FICF

Field Agent
712-346-7081

brent.graettinger@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Roy Metter, FICF

Field Agent
402-367-8132

roy.metter@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

Roy Metter, FICF

Field Agent
402-367-8132

roy.metter@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

I’m a parishioner at St. Vincent de Paul and
licensed to practice law in NE and CA. 

Mediation | Bankruptcy | Estate Planning
Trust Administration | Civil Litigation

John@mlnariklaw.com
402-LAW-FIRM | https://mlnariklaw.com/omaha/

NOW OPEN!
Dr. Carter Kocian, Dr. Jay Kocian,  - Parishioner

20024 Glenmore Dr #105 • Gretna
402.916.9300 • www.gretnafamilydental.com

•

•

Check out our...              Storm Proof Roof!

2% to St. Patrick’s Church! 

402-330-0911402-330-0911
lastimeexteriors.com

Jamie Pflug
& Carole Carraher-Pflug

Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Windows

The Area’s Most Experienced  
Stone-Coated Metal Roof Company!

Wind, Fire & Hail ResistantWind, Fire & Hail Resistant
“Next Time You Need a Roof,  Make it the LASTIME”
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A+ HEARTLAND
CONCRETE

Driveway Specialists

402-731-2094

402-558-8198

Serving Omaha For 
Over 65 Years

www.hughestree.com

Contact Gary Stang
gstang@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x5838


